KLUANE FIRST NATION ELDERS COUNCIL MINUTES March 15, 2016
PRESENT: Pauly Wroot (Chair) Sylvia Ostashek (Recording Secretary), Lena Johnson, Kirk Johnson, Michael Johnson, Sharon Kabanak, Agnes
Johnson, Gloria Johnson, Inez Larsen (by phone), Charles Pugh (Wellness & Education Director), Mary Jane Johnson (Heritage Manager)
Time

Agenda Item

10:16

Call to Order
Welcome & Prayer
Adoption of Agenda &
Additions

Minutes

Trudy MacLeod
Motion to approve the agenda:
Moved: Sharon Kabanak,
Seconded: Inez Larsen
Passed by Consensus
Additions to the Agenda:
-

Minutes of the January
13, 2016 meeting
For adoption

Southern Tutchone Tribal Council AGM
Residential School Survivors Workshop in Whitehorse
Traditional Parenting Program after school
Mask for Joe
Elders Involvement on KFN hiring committee
Cultural sensitivity training for staff
Locks for fuel tanks
Citizenship Committee – rules around money for KFN Citizens outside
Canada & rules for enrollment
- KFN AGA dates – It was noted the KFN AGA would be held the end of June
again this year
- It was queried if Hank Jacquot had been invited to the Elders Council
meeting. Sylvia advised those that were not living at Burwash had
contacted her about attending the Elders Council meetings by phone,
however she would contact Hank Jacquot and see if he would like to
phone in for the meetings.
Motion to approve the Minutes with the following corrections:
“Under Dana Trust Update:
- Elders Payments (not Pension) comes out of the trust

Action Item & Person
Responsible

-

At this time the Dana Trust (remove Committee) is starting to develop a
spending policy for the Trust for the future, to ensure it is administered as
KFN citizens would like
- It was noted CTFN (not CAFN) stopped Elders payments are signing their
UFA, but it would be up to the citizens how the money is spent
- It was noted that money was specifically for that generation and not the
following generations.
Pauly advised that Juniper Groves term would be up this year and also there
can be up to 5 trustees on the Trust (not Committee)
There is room for 2 more Trustees (remove Committee members)however
anyone interested in becoming a Trustee (remove Committee member) should
speak to the Trust or Trust Protector Daryn Leas (remove committee) prior to
filling in nomination forms to become a Trustee, (remove member) as there
are certain criteria for being a Trustee (remove Committee member) for Dana
Trust, such as Council members and Corporation (remove KCDC) board
members are not eligible as this would be viewed as a conflict of interest.”

Housing - how workers
are kept track of
Concern with Muskrat
camp at Pickhandle Lake

And thereafter be adopted there being no further errors or omissions.
Moved: Inez Larsen
Seconded: Sharon Kabanak
Passed by Consensus
Due to illness, Keith was unable to attend the meeting.
*Defer to April Elders Council meeting
Sharon Kabanak advised instead of using government camps for our resource
and teaching camps, she felt it would be better to build our own camp on KFN
settlement land. It was noted this is a primarily a school function and the
Department of Education has rules which might impede having this camp in a
different area. It was noted other agencies such as KFN, DKRRC help out, but
this is primarily a Department of Education event. She noted there are other
places that the event could be held, such as places Kirk goes for muskrat. Kirk
advised the spot he likes to go is approximately 20 miles down river and it
would not be easy to transport young people to that area.
Pauly advised she had heard KFN was developing some land across from Lake

*Defer to April Elders
Council meeting
Sylvia to ask Mary Jane if she
could
provide
more
information
on
the
development across from
Lake Creek campground

Creek campground, however Mary Jane might be able to provide more
information on the development.
Sharon advised she would like to have a place on the land where a family could
go, where you are living on the land, just an outhouse and kids can learn the
Indian way of doing things

Southern Tutchone
Tribal Council AGM

Residential School
Survivor Workshop in
Whitehorse

Traditional Parenting
Program – After School

Trudy advised that although everyone camped at Lake Creek campground for
Muskrat camp she believed the beaver and muskrat traps were set at
Pickhandle Lake and the children traveled there each day
It was queried if any elders were participating in the STTC AGM being held in
Haines Junction in the Daku Cultural Centre this upcoming weekend (March 18
& 19)Elders who would like to attend are: Gloria, Lena, Trudy, Agnes, Kirk and
Michael. Kirk noted he would only like to go for the day and Michael advised
he would drive himself, but would like to see an agenda. It was noted KFN
should be contacted to find out if they would provide a ride for Elders.
It was queried if STTC would provide per diem and hotel rooms for the elders
attending. Sylvia emailed Shannon Walker who advised the STTC did not have
a budget for providing per diems for elders wishing to attend. She also noted
the AGM was on Saturday, March 19th only. Sharon Kabanak advised she
would be teaching Traditional medicine at the AGM and would be receiving a
per diem from STTC for that, but would require a hotel and queried if KFN
could cover the cost of a hotel.
Gloria Johnson advised someone from Whitehorse had notified her that a
Residential School Survivor Workshop was in progress in Whitehorse and they
wondered why there was no one from Kluane First Nation in attendance. She
noted she had contacted Charles and he apologized noting it was an oversite
on his part. All the elders noted this was a very important topic for them and
they would like more care taken in the future so these types of workshops
were not missed and requested this be passed on to Charles
Sharon Kabanak advised she would like to see elder and parents participating
in the after school program and turn it into teaching the kids indian games,
parenting workshops and elders teaching kids basket making and other
traditional crafts. She noted the parents should be involved in this as well. It

Sylvia to ask Health &
Wellness if they could
provide transportation to
the AGM and if there would
be funds for per diems or
hotels for elders wishing to
attend the AGM

Citizenship Committee –
rules around money for
KFN Citizens outside
Canada & rules for
enrollment
Burwash Landing Name
Change Briefing

was noted a lot of the parents are working so are unavailable to attend the
after school programs.
Sylvia advised that KFN currently has 239 citizens and the citizenship list is
available for anyone to look at during business hours. She advised it only
contains citizen names and does not include any information such as birth
dates or place of residence as this is confidential information. However, if
requested she could tell someone how many KFN citizens are US citizens, but
only a number, not their names or addresses.
Mary Jane and Charles came to the meeting and provided a briefing for everyone
present on the suggestion of a name change for Burwash Landing if community
members wished this:
Mary Jane advised part of the strategic plan for KFN for the next 5 years was to
look at community identity. She noted Carcross has a common area where
they have set up boardwalks and the main administration building and other
community buildings in the Commons all have the Carcross Tagish clan crests
on the front facia of the buildings. She noted the have also developed world
class biking and hiking trails within their community, tied in with their
community identity.
Mary Jane noted according to the Geographical Names Place Baord Burwash
Landing was named in 1953, prior to this it was called Kluana and Jacquot’s
Landing. (these were not official names, but names used by the people) Major
Burwash was a mining recorder from Ontario that worked at Silver City and
after he left the Yukon he did exploration in the Arctic. When Major Burwash
was working in Silver City what is known today as Burwash Landing was a small
trading post, however today it is the centre/capital of Kluane First Nation.
Charles noted as part of the land claims negotiations in the north where he had
worked before coming back to the Yukon, the NWT separated into two
separate territories one becoming Nunavut. Once Nunavut became self
governing they changed the names of many of their cities/towns to traditional
names. Many communities had traditional names before they were renamed
and people felt that going back to their traditional community names was
bringing back their culture.

It was noted this became an unincorporated community in 1904 based on the
land sale of 150 acres of land to Gene & Louis Jacquot. Pete Jacquot donated
land for the Catholic Church, land to the KFN people and two cemeteries –
originally one cemetery was the Jacquot/Dickson cemetery, the other was for
KFN people, however they are both public cemeteries today.
Mary Jane said we are looking at identity for this community and should we
settle for the name Burwash Landing, named after someone who did not
contribute anything to our community? Every person in this community will
have input in either a new name for this community or in the decision to keep
the name as is. This is just an information session at this time and in the future
there will be community consultations on this issue. Trudy noted people in this
area were known as the Fish Lake People and there was no Beaver Creek, they
were known as Muskrat people. Places were named after the areas they lived
in.
It was queried if this would be brought forward at the AGM. Mary Jane
advised that each department has a booth at the GA, but there is only two days
to show what your department has done for the entire year so it would not be
a GA item at this time. She did note there would be more formal consultations
in the future, this was just the beginning of the consultation and only a portion
of it. She noted there are 10 areas identified that will have signage in both
Southern Tutchone and English, some are Congdon Creek campground, Duke
River, Kluane River and Swede Johnson Creek. She noted over the coming
months Lands and Heritage would be deciding how the new signs would be laid
out and if there was something that KFN would like on the signs to identify the
KFN area. She noted Parks Canada has a beaver on all their signs and this is
known as the Parks logo for identity everywhere. It was suggested a big fish be
on the sign for the Big Lake People. She advised everyone give these things
some thought right now and it will be brought up again at a later date.
The elders thanked Mary Jane and Charles for attending the meeting.
Charles was asked to stay at the meeting to provide clarification on some
questions from items brought up earlier in the meeting.

Residential School
Survivor Workshop in
Whitehorse
(Continued)

The Elders queried why they weren’t notified of the Residential School
Workshop in Whitehorse. Charles addressed their concerns by advising CARES
who hosted the workshop had not notified KFN the workshop was happening
and he understood it was a very important topic for elders and had let CARES
know he was not pleased that KFN had not been notified of the workshop
taking place.

Southern Tutchone
Tribal Council AGA
(Continued)

Charles was asked if there is transportation for elders to attend the STTC AGA
in Haines Junction on the weekend. It was noted 6 elders are interested in
attending and queried if there is also a honoraria available for those attending
the meeting as STTC does not have extra money for honoraria for elders
attending. Charles advised he would find out what is possible for those elders
from KFN wishing to attend.
It was noted when putting logs in the boiler, Joe is having problems breathing
and queried if some kind of mask would be available for him when doing this
job.
It was also queried why the water truck was filling water tanks on
Thursday, then coming back around on Saturday to check water tanks to find
out if they need to be filled again and if locks could be placed on fuel tanks so
there are no issues with fuel being stolen. It was noted Keith was ill and unable
to attend the meeting, however Sylvia would bring these items to his attention.
The following items were deferred to the April Elders Council meeting:
- Elders Involvement on KFN hiring committee
- Cultural sensitivity training for staff
The meeting was adjourned at 12:09 pm
The next elders meeting would be TUESDAY, April 12, 2016.

Public Works Questions

Deferred items

Adjournment
Next meeting schedule

Charles to find out if there is
transportation for elders to
the STTC AGA and also if KFN
has money for honoraria or
hotel rooms available for
those elders attending
Sylvia to contact Keith
regarding these issues.

